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and which was first discovered by the pilot Antonio Gaboto, the Englishman, by command of the King of England, there are many islands, large and small, of all of which, to the present day, there is little knowledge because the land is very cold and of little value, and the two brothers aforesaid died there with all their men, although it is not known how, for nothing was ever heard of them from a short while after they reached that place; for which reason, and because of the small value of the land, the King of Portugal has not sought to send thither any more men or ships; but it is held to be a much better land than that of the Labrador, because it is warmer. [Continues with a confused account of a number of islands in the Newfoundland region, but without any more allusions to English discoveries.]
Original Spanish printed from a MS. at Vienna in Die Karten von Amerika in dem Islario General des Alonso de Santa Cruz, by Franz von Wieser, Innsbruck, 1908, pp. 1-4. Dr H. P. Biggar prints a text and translation from another MS. at Madrid in his Precursors of Jacques Cartier, pp. 183-94, but the present translation follows the Vienna MS., as being preferable in one important particular.
NO. 36. EXTRACTS FROM THE PATENT GRANTED BY THE SPANISH SOVEREIGNS TO ALONSO DE HOJEDA, 1501, JUNE 8
From the Spanish Archives at Simancas.
[Licence to Hojeda to pursue his discoveries on terms including the following:]
Firstly, that you may not touch in the land of the pearl-gathering, of that part of Paria from the coast of the Frailes and the gulf this side of Margarita, and on the other side as far as Farallon, and all that land which is called Citriana, in which you have no right to touch.
Item: that you go and follow that coast which you have discovered, which runs east and west, as it appears, because it goes towards the region where it has been learned that the English were making discoveries; and that you go setting up marks with the arms of their Majesties, ^or with other signs that may be known, such as shall seem good to you, in order that it be known that you have discovered that land, so that you may stop the exploration of the English, in that direction.
Item: that you the said Alonso de Hojeda, for the service of their Majesties, enter that island and the others that are around it which are